
Value Loudspeaker of the Year

ELAC Debut B5

In his years working with KEF and more recently TAD, loudspeaker expert 
Andrew Jones has a long, glittering career of designing some of the best-loved 
loudspeakers ever made. But traditionally, his designs don’t come cheap. So 
when Jones moved to ELAC, it would have been logical to expect his first 
designs to be ultimate expressions of his design skills. And in the Debut B5, 
they were... just not in the way anyone might have imagined. 

The Debut series was a chance to see what a truly great designer can do 
when working to a limited budget. The two-way, rear-ported standmount that 
resulted features a 25mm cloth dome tweeter coupled to a 135mm Aramid 
mid-bass driver, in medite cabinets with no internal bracing or damping. In 
our test, Chris Thomas noted that, “over the course of my time with them I 
continually forgot that they were so incredibly cheap. In fact nobody who heard 
them could believe it either. There’s a lot to be said for an audio system that 
just gets on with it and this was certainly it.”

Reviewed in Hi-Fi+ Issue 134
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